Pulmonary sequestration causing congestive heart failure in infancy: a report of two cases and review of the literature.
Congestive heart failure as a presenting symptom in infants with pulmonary sequestration is rare, and the cases of only 3 such patients have been reported. The clinical features, hemodynamics, and management of two additional patients are described. Both were seen in severe congestive heart failure in the absence of any associated cardiac anomalies. The physical findings, plain roentgenograms, electrocardiograms, and echocardiograms may provide some diagnostic clues, but cardiac catheterization is the essential diagnostic investigation. In 1 patient, pneumonectomy was performed because of extensive changes throughout the affected lung. In the other, ligation of the anomalous systemic artery to the sequestered lobe was the only surgical procedure. Both patients are doing well 15 months and 18 months after operation. Success with the latter surgical approach has not been reported previously.